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Civic body to support forest dept’'s plantation drive
on reserved land

Aug 20, 2024, 04.47 AM IST

Pune: The civic body has requested the forest department to conduct plantations on reserve forest land within

the city limits to increase green cover in the city.

The corporation will be financially supporting the forest department by providing funds received from the central
govt for urban forestry under the National Clean Air Programme.

According to the forest department, approximately Rs 5 crore will be needed to conduct plantations on forest
land in the city. The department has been instructed to conduct a Miyawaki style of plantation, which involves
planting at least two types of indigenous trees within each square metre to densify the forest cover.

“We received a proposal from the Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC) recently for this activity. We will be the
implementing agency for this, considering our experience and land access in the city. The department has
submitted a proposal for the funding and once we receive it, work will begin,” said Mahadev Mohite, deputy

conservator of forest, Pune Forest Division.

The department’s officials stated that the corporation cannot conduct plantation activities in forest areas due to
varying landscape and the methods involved. “We need to take the time needed for growth into account and the

protection to be provided for the same,” said Mohite.

“They have given us a figure of Rs 5 crore. The cost will be divided, with approximately Rs 20 lakh reserved for
each hectare of land, so it should be around 50 hectares of land. The funds include cost of plantation and
maintenance for the upcoming ten years to ensure that the trees survive,” he added.


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/

Previously, the civic body stated that they had requested the department for forest land to provide space for
compensatory afforestation conducted by project proponents after they uprooted permitted trees from their
land. However, the department claimed that no such proposal was ever sent by the corporation. “Under the
NCAP and the 15th Finance Commission, we received funds for tree plantation from the central govt, which has
been directed to the forest department,” said additional municipal chief Prithivraj BP.

We also published the following articles recently

To combat urban heat island and pollution, Manendragarh forest division creates mini forest with Miyawaki
plantationsThe Forest Department in Manendragarh-Chirmiri-Bharatpur district organized a Van Mahotsav event
by planting 6,000 saplings using the Miyawaki method. This initiative aimed to combat urban heat islands and
pollution by creating dense forests. The Miyawaki technique, explained by DFO Manish Kashyap, promotes fast
growth and high carbon absorption in small spaces. Future funding may come fromm MNREGA.112632692

These trees can actually walk through the forest!The walking trees of South America, particularly the Socratea
exorrhiza, intrigued scientists with their unique capability to move in search of better sunlight and soil. Found in
the tropical rainforests, these trees adapt by growing new roots and letting old ones die off. This adaptation helps
them survive environmental changes and contributes to the rainforest's stability.112604223

Forest fires in Turkey under control: ministerWildfires that ravaged forests around Izmir, Turkey's third most-
populous city, for four days have been largely under control, according to authorities. Efforts to extinguish
hotspots continue. Flames destroyed 43 buildings and led to 26 hospitalizations, although no human fatalities
were reported. Scientists cite climate change for the increase in wildfire risks.112607789



